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for the Conservative Party to waste its time diffusing technical instruction to political workers who are not in a position to co-ordinate. The attempt is vain to make the man in the street understand the details of a case when his lecturer only has an opinion on the principles involved. The man is more likely to learn Liberalism than Toryism. If it is to be asserted that Ashridge is an advertising scheme to get people to say in their constituencies how much they enjoyed themselves, then quite clearly the party is wasting twice the sum of money it would cost to fit itself to rule the Empire. Mr. Baldwin ought to have made some gesture to prevent his followers being duped by democratic values. The opportunities for the use of such a gift as Mr.Urban Brough-ton's were legion. Nevertheless, of the very nature of Tory philosophy it is just to maintain that it was more in need of a monastery for its advisers than of a political technical school for its unselected supporters*
Such examples as these reveal the places where Mr, Baldwin has failed to revitalise Conservatism. It is as a leader of his movement he has failed, not necessarily as a statesman. In the latter part, to use his own frequent words, "he has done his best and no man could do better/' but as a leader of thought he has left issues more obscure than in the indecisive days of the late Lord Balfour. His inability to act has been his inability to find his way through the surrounding system. Only the intellect can penetrate the labyrinth of false ideas that nowadays obstructs move-ment and development. Instead of reinforcing the dogmas of the right he has flirted with the ideas of the left. He has encircled himself about with an entourage of dilettantism, and insulated himself from the few remaining currents that moved the limpid waters of political thought. One by one supporters have flagged in support of the most ^comprehensive of philosophies because they have felt that it was no longer vital or fired by a purpose. The policy of Pitt or the philosophy of Disraeli inspired human emotion. The inconsistent tactics of modern Conservatism to meet every passing